
Sportsman's Notebook
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hemionus) isthe rugged western cousin of the more abundant and widespread eastern white-
tail. Ranging from the western plains throughout the Rocky Mountain states and to the Pacific
coas! the mule deer sports a slightly more muscular profile than the whitetail and may attain
a live weight of more than 4oo pounds. _IACKLARSON

GIVE IT
AREST
Turn an old
pair of ski poles
into a bipod
I In your garage right now is probably a pair of ski
poles that haven't seen action since your knees
started creaking years ago. Converting them into a
bipod wil l give you quick and easy shooting stabil-
ity in a very light package. -SCOTT BOWEN
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1 Measure 30 inches up
the shaft from the bottom
point (32 inches i f  you're
a taller-than-average per-
son). Use a hacksaw to
cut the pole at this spot.

2 Remove the plastic cuff
around the bottom of the
pole with a knife and pl i-
ers. File or peel away any
r e m a i n i n g  p i e c e s  t h a t
cl ing to the pole.

3 lf necessary spray paint
the poles a dul l  brown or
other camouf lage pattern,
sanding them down f irst.

4Wrap the top end of each
pole in a double layer of
electrical tape, stopping
4 inches down the shaft.

5  o r i l l  a  t /+ - inch  ho le
through each pole just
below the bot-
tom edge ol
the electri-
c a l  t a p e .
Sl ide a cot-
ter pin through
one of them, f i t  a small ,
thin washer over i t ,  and
then sl ide the pin through
the hole in the second
pole. Crimp the pin so
that the poles can turn
snugly but smoothly on
the washer. Go shoot.
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1 EYIS
Side-
mounted eyes
provide the
mule  oeer
with a near
panoramic
f  ie ld  o f  v is ion
but very poor
depth percep-
t ion .  The
mule  deer 's
sensit ivi ty to
the ultraviolet
l ight spec-
t rum,  wh ich
preva i l s  dur -
ing the low-
l ight hours of
early morning
and even ing ,
coi nc ides
with i ts
crepuscurar
foragi ng
hab i ts .

2 ANTTERS
Unlike the
main-beam-
with-t ines
antler configu-
ration of the
whitetail
h r  r n l r  t h o

mule deer
sports main
beams that
branch out
symmetrical ly
inio high
tines. A typi-
cal mature
buck wil l  have
4 points on a
side. An ex-
ceptional ly
large rack will
carry a spread
up to 4 feet
wide with a
total of 12
points or
more.

3 EARS
The an imal ' s
poor visual
depth percep-
t ion is offset
by the acute
h c a r i  n o  i t q

oversize ears
provide" (The
an imal  a lso
got its nanie
from its ears,
which are so
la4ge they
resemble a
mule 's . )  l t  i s
thought that
the  muley 's
su pero sense
of hearing is
se ns i t ive
en0ugn Io
discern from
what distance
a sl ight sound
was maoe.

4 t E G S
The muley
emproys a
bou nd ing,
goatl ike str ide
in  wh ich  i t
jumps high
in to  the  a i r
and a l l  four
feet al ight si-
multaneously.
Called stof-
ting, this pe-
cu l ia r  ga i t  a l -
lows the deer
to ascend
steep moun-
tainsrdes with
remarkable
ease, attain
speeds of up
to  35  mph on
f la t  land ,  and
clear fences
and obstruc-
t ions up to 8
feet high.

5 HoovEs
Despite the
d iminu t ive
size of its
hooves, the
mule deer is a
capable swim-
mer, though it
rarely uses
this abi l i ty to
escape
predators.

6 TAIUNUMP
Though the
mule deer
possesses a
wh i te  rump
paich sim!lar
to the white-
tai l 's, i t  does
not raise i ts
ta i l  rn  a la rm
when f leeing

0FFTHE H00KFree snagged lures with this simpletrick
lWhen youte fishing around structure such as blowdowns, lily pads, or dropoffs,
lures often get hung up. You'll never manage to tree all tangled lures, but here's
one way to get some of them back.

Take a pyramid sinker (use various weights based on the pound-test line you're
fishing). Attach a split ring to the loop. Next, attach a snap-swivel to the split ring.
When you get tangled, fasten the snap to your line, Keep enough tension on the
linet0 guide the pyramid down and onto the lure. ln numerous instances, the weight
of the sinker dropping down the line will dislodge the tangted hooks. The entire
setup costs lessthan a $1 to make, -ToM KEER
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