
PRIVATE LESSONS
Freshwater Classics
Try these knots to giue your flies their most natural presentation

task easier. The turle knot will allow
dry fl ies to float in a more natural
fashion and streamers and nymphs to
move more easily with the current.
The blood knot will help ensr-rre that
the tippet lies out straight on the casr.

Listed at the end of each knot's
description is its breaking strengtl.r
relative to l ine test, For example, if
you ' re f ish ing wi th 10-pound-test
l ine and use a krrot with 9-5 Dercent
l r reaking srrength,  rhen the kuot  wi l l
break at 9.5 pounds.

The gener:al rule of thumb is to use
only knots that have at least 90 per-
cer.rt breaking strength. -Tom Kcer

l ' lyfishermen face one of the

l '  *r.u,* challenges angling

has to offer. They have to pre-

sent their  lures in the most

natural way possible to trout

that  may be f in icky and/or

extremely wise, depending on

how hard they've been fished. Here
are :r couple of knots that make the

F R E S H W A T E R  F L Y F I S H I N G

B L O O D  K N O T

Also known as the "barrel knot," the blood knot is used for attaching fresh tip-
pet material to a tapered line. This knot keeps the tippet straight, which means
the fly runs trlre. Many anglers will exrend the tag end of the blood knot and tie
on a dropper fly, theleby fishing a rarrdem rig and increasing the odds of a bite.
Breaking strength: 9.5 percent.

i0qryqRtml78  aucus r  2oo l

I M P R ( ' V E D  T U R L E  K N O T

Th is  kno t  l oops  a round  the  f l y ' s
head  and  the  s tand ing  l i ne  runs
directly through the eye so that your
fly f loats naturally and doesn't ride
with its head in thc warer. Breakine
strength: 95 percent.


