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THE POLARIZED MAVERICK
Smith combines sty le and funct ion,  to q ive

you the best  performing,  best  f i t t ing q!asses
in the industry. Our polarized eyewear with
Tapered Lens Technology dromatically reduce
eye fatigue caused by distortion ond glore,

letting you stay Jocused alt day long.
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Craftrqg lJnusual
Bodkrns

Iittle works of

Take a break from tying flies, and have fun making
these aftful tools. by Tom Keer

les of exotic wood
but I make mine

raps. They don't
or money to make,

and they add a little flair to an other-
wise boring tool bin.

I got the idea to make
dubbing needles from a
friend, U.S. Marine
Corps Sgt. Maj. Tim
Didas. Tim was sta-
tioned in Yuma,
Arizona, where he
found a small piece
of saguaro cactus-
that's the cactus that
stands like a scare-
crow. He pulled off
a section of the
dried cactus rib, and
cleaned off the dirt
and grime. Next, he
drilled a pinhole in
the end of the rib,
epoxied a needle in
place, and applied
a few coats ofvarnish
to the handle. The
color of the cactus
handle is an exquisite
Iight brown, and it
was a wonderful
Christmas present.

While my exploits
are far less dramatic
than those of my
friend in the marines, I
have made several bod-
kins using a variety of
materials. My favorite
is crafted from the tip
of an old split-cane fly

rod. I noticed the tip section in the cor-
ner of an antiques shop, but there was
no mid or butt section. It was a tired
old piece, with alligatored varnish and
a set that would add new meaning to

the term "curve cast." While
tne sectron was unus-

able for fishing, it
was perfect for
making a few bod-
kins, and it cost
only a buck.

I played around
with different ver-
sions of bamboo-
handled bodkins.
On one I removed
the snake guide,
and then sanded
and varnished the
cane; on another, I
left the old guide and
thread wraps intact.
A friend of mine
dressed up a th i rd
bodkin by installing a
diminut ive cork han-
dle to make the entire
th ing  l ook  l i ke  a  m in ia -
ture fly rod.

A broken graphite
rod tip also works like
a champ. Like most t iers.
I store a bodkin with
the pointed end down
so I don't get stabbed
when reaching for the tool.
The tip-top guide is easy to
see and grasp when I need
to use my bodkin. You can
recycle many other mated-
als into artful bodkins that
will make you smile every
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time you apply a drop of head cement
to a fly.

Construction Tips
A small drill bit is the only tool
you'll need to make your own bodkins.
Some bits are quite small in diameter-
about the thickness of a piece of
5O-pound-test fluorocarbon. Your local
hobby shop is a good source of
small drill bits. A sewing or craft store
carries a wide variety of small solid
needles suitable for making into
bodkins. Toss in a tube of Gorilla Glue
for working with wooden handles or
five-minute epoxy for graphite, and
you're set.

First, stabilize the handle in a tool-
bench vise; even the smallest amount
of movement while drilling will send
the tip of the bit through the side
wall of the handle. Move the drill
deliberately, and at a high speed so that
you get a clean cut.

The depth of the hole isn't so
relevant. You want it to be deep enough
to hold the needle in place securely,
but let's face it: you'll be teasing some
dubbing or applying cement, not towing
a boat. ln a wooden handle, a1/+-inch-
deep hole is usually ample. A dab of
Gorilla Glue or five-minute epoxy
secures the needle in place. Be sure to
wipe off all excess glue before it sets.

Using the tip of a broken graphite
rod is a bit more complicated. You
won't have to drill a hole to fit the nee-
dle, but you will want to polish the
broken end. Lay a piece of 100- or 150-
grit sandpaper on your workbench,
and rub the broken end of the tip on
the paper until it is even and smooth.
Note that the needle will slide all the
way inside the graphite if you let it. To
prevent that from happening, tamp a
pinch of cotton into the hole, leaving
only enough space to accept the nee-
dle. Next, insert and glue the needle in
the end of the handle. Allow the glue to
dry and you're good to go.

The skys the limit when it comes to
making bodkins. Chances are you'll
have almost as much fun craftins tools
as you do tying flies. ffi

This is Tom Keer\ first submission to our
magaTine. Tom lives in Massachusetts.
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OUTFITTERS

Stone River Outfitters is pleased to announce the launch of our
new web site: www.stoneriveroutfitters.com. Visit the site to see

our wide selection of fly tying materials and quality fly fishing
equipment. To celebrate, we are offering several specials and free

products in June and July. For more information go to
www.stoneriveroutfi tters.com.

Our 2006 catalog is now available.
Call today for a free copy.

Visit our retail location at:
132 Bedford Center Road . Bedford, NH 031 10

toll-free phone: 1 -800-33 I -8558
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DAnClnt
Celebrity Flooks

Name: XPointo Heavv Wire Steelhead
Hook in  s izes  4-10 .

Favorite River: Muskegon (Ml)

Claim to Fame: With 3X heavv wtre
and proven XPointo design, this hook
is  the  meanest ,  toughest  sa lmon and
steelhead hook on the r iver. Result -
more hookups, more catches.

Ilvme. ContactASG for
a sarnple pack.

For +hls patter:r recipe
. and others, go to

our website.

...._.,.. i .!.,,t,:,1-'.r ' ,. . l

Tel. (sB5\757-9958

What Works Best: Egg and globug
patterns, comets, nymphs, tubefl ies.

Notable Ouote: " l f  a f ish can bend
me out .  you  don ' t  want  h im in  your
boat anyway!"

Favorite Vise: "Actuallv, I love the
who le  HMH l ine" .  savs  the  X510.


